
WANTED

habitat

  Using its translucent 
rhizoids, it attaches to 
sediments in calm waters

  0.5 à 9 meters deep

  Prefers alkaline waters,
rich in calcium and 
magnesium

624 Notre-Dame, local 31
St-Chrysostome (Qc) J0S 1R0

450-637-8585

info@ambioterra.org
www.ambioterra.org

Small orange marbles Small orange marbles 
(antheridia, male (antheridia, male 

reproductive organs) reproductive organs) 
at the nodesat the nodes

Report it to us ! 
Citizen science project ! P
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Rough appearance, dotted with small 
bumps, short branches and internodes
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More flaccid while the starry stonewort 
is more rigid once removed from the water
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Zigzag leaves and stems

Do not confuse it with 
the following native species

WHORL OF 
6 BRANCHLETS

INTERNODAL REGION (STEM)
5 to 7 branchlets 5 to 7 branchlets 
and long internodesand long internodes

NODE

NODE

BRANCHLETS

Star-shaped bulbils, 
characteristic 
of this specie

Vegetative part 
(thallus) smooth, 
usually bright green 
to brown late in 
the season

The starry stoneworth (Nitelopsis obtusa) is an invasive exotic macroalgae. 
Its presence was observed twice on the south shore of Lake Saint-Francois in 2023. 
Ambioterra has therefore launched a project in order to controle its presence. 
It spreads easily through its star-shaped bulbils and plant frangments. 
It grows very quickly and forms large colonies that harm native species 
by occupying space and changing local conditions.

In search of the In search of the 
starry stonewort starry stonewort 
in Lake Saint-Françoisin Lake Saint-François

How to 
identify it
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